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3,000 francs. I shall have finished ' Seraphita,' in ' Les Memoires de Deux Jeunes Mariees,'
finished   Mine.   Bechet's  edition.    I  do  not N whether a  brain, pen, and hand will ever re have accomplished such a * tour de force : the help of a bottle of ink." s it is impossible for even  a  Balzac to  live Lout relaxation, even if he goes without rest, fc, may we ask, were his recreations at this time ? the first place he often went to the theatre ; he was passionately fond of music, occupying ace in the box  at the  Italian Opera, which
reserved specially for dandies. One of his avagances was a dinner at which he entertained five other " tigres," as the occupants of this box s nicknamed, and Rossini, Olympe Pelissier, lier, Sandeau, and Bchain. At this banquet, most sumptuous fare and the most exquisite ss were provided for the guests, and the table
decked with the rarest flowers. Balzac en-id the festivity immensely, as well as the t which followed it; and relates with delight : all Paris was talking of it, and that Rossini
he had not seen more magnificence when he id at royal tables.
lowever busy he was, he never completely deed himself of the pleasure of listening to music ; agh on one occasion he remarks regretfully, : he has been obliged to limit his attendance ;he Opera to two visits each month ; and on ther, that he has been so overwhelmed with
12." reason
